Our relationship with Michael Perry and the idea that we could create a place for
everyone, has been one of the sweetest experiences in building our new farm. Never
would we ever be capable on our own of the proper awareness and thoroughness that
Mike brought to the table. Our goal of welcoming every person, no matter what their
abilities, so they could fully enjoy the farm experience has been realized because of
Mike's expertise and his willingness to share.

Mary Rottschafer

Executive Director, Critter Barn
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CRITTER BARN

The Critter Barn is an educational farm in Zeeland, Ml that raises
animals and serves as a popular destination for local families
and school groups. Citing a study from Annerstedt & Wahrborg,
2011, executive director Mary Rottschafer explained, “Human-
animal interactions improve intellectual and social outcomes
in youth including their capacity for directed attention,
increased problem-solving, communication, and behavioral
management.” Since 2014, the Barn’s site and building plans
have included accessibility as a high priority, in order to reach all
children no matter their background or ability.

During a recent expansion project, The Critter Barn partnered with
Progressive AE to complete a UD assessment while conducting
research with disability advocate groups and the community. “By
combining the benefits of Universal Design at our new farm,
along with a resource room, sidewalks everywhere, adaptive
equipment, and inclusive playground equipment, Critter Barn is
creating a first-of-its-kind facility,” said Rottschafer.

DEDICATED TO TEACHING ABOUT
FARMING AND AGRICULTURE
WHILE INSPIRING PEOPLE OF
ALL AGES, AND ALL ABILITIES,
THROUGH THE MIRACLES IN
NATURE FOUND AT THE FARM.

PROGRESSIVEAE.COM/UNIVERSALDESIGN



